
Helena Concert — Isleworth Baroque 

In more light-hearted times, Helena always claimed that she wished that her 

funeral would comprise a complete performance of the St. Matthew Passion. 

Those of Isleworth Baroque who attended Helena’s funeral will know that 

most of the traditional hymns were replaced by a series of the chorals from 

the St. Matthew.  

When Anne Burgess, Isleworth Baroque, and others first mentioned the 

possibility of a memorial concert, it was for this reason that I suggested to 

Leslie Anne Lewis that, despite its enormous musical challenges, a 

memorial performance of the St. Matthew Passion that involved everyone 

from Isleworth Baroque would be the most memorable occasion and one that 

Helena would have approved of so much. 

I say this not only because of the work itself and Helena’s love of it, but it 

would form the type of musical challenge that Helena always believed in 

presenting to Isleworth Baroque. With the added assistance of various 

friends and colleagues who are professional musicians, I was confident that 

the magnificent performance that took place would be achieved.  

As most of you know, Helena was a respected performer who had played the 

harpsichord with, and for, many highly respected orchestras and soloists, and 

in her usual quiet way, she was always proud of what she managed to 

achieve professionally. She frequently said, however, that that she was most 

gratified by the work she had done with amateur musicians and younger 

professionals as she felt that this was the one aspect of her work that had 

made the most significant difference to the musical lives of many other 

people — Isleworth Baroque being the most obvious manifestation of this. 

Naturally, I am especially indebted to Leslie Anne Lewis for her musical 

guidance and Anne Burgess for making the venue possible along with her 

generous words, but I should like to thank you all, whether performers, or 

those providing the essential support, who contributed to this magnificent 

evening that was a true celebration of Helena’s life and an occasion of which 

she, herself, would have been so appreciative and proud of your efforts. The 

baton is now in the hands of Isleworth Baroque to continue the ethos that 

Helena instigated for the benefit of future local performers. 

George Mowat-Brown 


